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Ashlyn Rowell
City Planner with a God Complex
stitched this neat hem of concrete, skirting 
racoon	limbs	stacked	like	firewood	
in the same way she knitted 
that four way intersection 
where	one	man’s	heart	attack	killed	eight.	
She turns on the news 
and grins at the seagulls descending 
on a whale carcass, 
waiting for the exploding 
blubber	and	blood	to	fly	
onto	the	first	pier	she	ever	built.
I sit next to the woman who has created structures 
so	sturdy	for	destruction.	
If only I could 
see	death	as	something	to	be	power	washed	off	of	asphalt.
